[APUD cells in gastric cancer].
Endocrine cells (APUD cells) of digestive mucosa can be source of neoplasias, usually called "carcinoids". Nevertheless, there are some reports in literature about the presence of APUD cells in carcinomas as a tumor component. However, these tumors seem to have not the biological and clinical behavior of carcinoids. These types of neoplasias have been reported mainly in stomach and colon. In the present work, the frequency of APUD cells was studied in 42 gastric carcinomas. Argyrophil cells were observed in six cases (14.3%) and argentaffin cells in one (2.3%); their histopathological pattern were well differentiated adenocarcinoma (5) and "signet ring cell carcinoma" (1). The APUD cell distribution and number in these neoplasias were quite irregular in each case examined and in different areas of the same case.